
Londoners’ views on airport expansion

New research by Icaro explores Londoners’ attitudes to airport expansion, based on a survey  
of 1,066 London adults aged 18+ between 15th – 18th November 2013

In the lead into the Airports Commission’s forthcoming 
interim report, this new research demonstrates Londoners’ 
backing for airport expansion. Close to seven in ten 
(71%) think that airport expansion ‘definitely’ or ‘probably’ 
should happen, compared to around one in five (18%) 
who disagree. Support for expansion is highest among 
Conservative voters (82%), compared to 71% and 69% 
among Liberal Democrat and Labour voters, respectively.

The survey reveals that:
• Almost two in three Londoners (62%) agree that London’s 

economy depends on access to a comprehensive 
global network of flights. Agreement is highest among 
Conservative voters (73%), among those aged 60+ (73%) 
and among men (67%).

• There is also broad agreement that a hub solution 
is preferable to a ‘constellation of airports’ approach 
– 47% are in favour of a hub vs. 17% who disagree. 
However, a significant proportion (21%) remains 
undecided, and 15% say they ‘don’t know’. 

• A significant proportion (41%) thinks that airport 
expansion cannot be achieved without compromising 
the UK’s Climate Change Commitments, compared to 
20% who disagree. This view is more prevalent among 
Liberal Democrat voters (48%) and women (47%).

• Approaching one in three (29%) agree that airport 
expansion is not critical to maintain the UK’s 
international standing. However, a larger proportion 
(42%) disagrees.

Q1  There is currently a discussion about how and whether to expand airport capacity in the UK to meet future 
demand for air travel. Which one of the following statements best reflects your view?

n Airport expansion definitely should happen
n Airport expansion probably should happen
n Airport expansion probably should not happen
n Airport expansion definitely should not happen
n Don’t know29%

42%

11%

11%

7%



Turning to Londoners’ preferred location, the major options are in a near dead heat – 23% favour expanding Heathrow; 
24% expanding one of the other London airports (i.e. Gatwick, Luton or Stansted) while a similar proportion – 22% – 
favour Boris Johnson’s proposition for a new hub airport in the Thames Estuary. 

The results also show that preferences are linked to 
geography and suggest that Londoners, far from adopting 
a NIMBY stance, tend to support options that are closest 
to them. For example, East Londoners are more likely to 
favour a new airport in the Thames Estuary (30% vs. 18% 
who favour Heathrow); whereas West Londoners are more 
likely to favour Heathrow (32% vs. 17% who favour the 
Thames Estuary). 

All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc who conducted the fieldwork on behalf of Icaro. Total sample 
size was 1,066 London adults. Fieldwork was undertaken between 15th – 18th November 2013. The survey was carried 
out online. The figures have been weighted and are representative of all London adults (aged 18+).

There is also a political dimension, with Conservative voters 
more likely to back Boris Johnson’s Thames Estuary plan 
(33%), compared to 13% of Labour voters and 19% of 
Liberal Democrat voters.

n Strongly agree
n Tend to agree
n Neither agree nor disagree

n Tend to disagree
n Strongly disagree
n Don’t know

London’s economy depends on access to a comprehensive global network of flights.

A hub airport (i.e. a large ‘gateway’ airport that enables airlines to serve a greater range of routes and frequencies) is better than a 
collection of ‘standard’ (i.e. individual) airports around London

Airport expansion cannot be achieved without compromising the UK’s climate change commitments

Airport expansion is not critical to maintain the UK’s international standing

24% 38% 20% 8% 8%2%

17% 30% 21% 14% 3% 15%

11% 30% 27% 15% 5% 12%

7% 22% 20% 26% 16% 9%

Q3  Some of the options currently under discussion include airport expansion (e.g. building extra runways, 
extra terminals etc.) and building new airports. Which one of the following do you think is the best option?

Expand Heathrow

Expand one of the other London airports (e.g. Gatwick,  
Luton, Stansted)

Build a new airport in the Thames Estuary to the east of London

Expand other UK airports outside of London/the South East

None of these – I would not like to see any expansion of the 
UK’s airport capacity

Don’t know
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Q2  To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements…?


