Attitudes to climate change
in the UK

Key findings, September 2020

_

INSIGHT INTO FOCUS




Survey Methodology 1CARO
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'H'H\H\ 2,076 respondents, conducted online
‘ ‘ /” Quotas: Age, gender, region, social class, ethnicity
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Key findings 1CARO

Almost half (46%) of UK citizens consider climate change to be an urgent priority that requires action
immediately, with a further 28% considering it a pressing issue that needs addressing in the next 5-10 years.

Nonetheless, UK citizens continue to perceive the impacts of climate change as in the future: 12% think it will
have a “great deal” of impact on them personally compared to 52% who think it will have a great deal of
impact on future generations.

Almost three quarters (74%) think that there is agreement among scientists that human activity is causing
climate change. By contrast, 13% think that scientists are divided, while the same proportion (13%) are not
sure/don’t know.

Almost two in three UK citizens (63%) perceive recycling to have a large or sizeable impact on greenhouse
gas emissions, followed by driving less, switching to an electric car and high levels of insulation. Fewer
consider eating less meat and dairy as having a large or sizeable impact (41%), and the same is true of
washing at 30 degrees (34%) and installing a lower flow showerhead (24%).

UK citizens can readily see themselves undertaking a range of low carbon behaviours by 2025, including
recycling, reusing plastic carrier bags, line drying clothes and reducing/recycling food waste. Fewer can see
themselves — at least at this point now — installing solar panels, switching to an electric car, insulating their
home to a high standard or halving their meat and dairy intake.
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Urgency and immediacy
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Sense of urgency 1CARO

Q1. Which of the following best describes your view of when action on climate change is required?

NET: Urgent or pressing = 74%

H [f's an urgent priority that needs to be dealt
with immediately, right now

E |t's a pressing issue that needs to be dealt
with in the next 5-10 years

B [t's an issue that needs attention, but in the
longer term (e.g. in the next 10-20 years).

H |t's not a priority
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Perceived impacts in time 1CARO

Q2. How much direct effect, if any, do you think climate change will have on you personally? And on future
generations?

= A great deal = Quite a lot A little = Not very much = None at all = Don't know

o

2007: 9%

o

2007 53%
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The science of climate change
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Perceptions of scientific opinion 1CARO

Q3. Thinking about the balance of opinion among scientists about climate change, as you perceive it, do you think...?

[ Almost all scientists: 2016 = 42%; 2017 = 43% ]

m Almost all scientists agree that human activity is
causing climate change; a small minority disagree

® There is general agreement among scientists that
human activity is causing climate change, although
a sizeable number disagree

B There is no agreement among scientists — they
remain divided about climate change

m Not sure/don't know
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Hearing enough about the science of climate change {{;RARO

Q4. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: I’'ve not heard enough about how climate
change works (i.e. exactly how human activity causes the planet to warm)

m Strongly agree

m Agree

m Slightly agree

= Slightly disagree
m Disagree

m Strongly disagree

® Don't know
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Attitudes to climate change: in response
to Covid-19; the actions of Government
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Attitudes in response to Covid-19

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

Now is the time to invest in a
‘green’ economic recovery from
Covid-19, prioritising investment in
protecting nature, open spaces
and lowering emissions

Right now the country needs to
promote rapid economic growth
and not worry about environmental
protection

There are more urgent crises at
the moment and so climate
change should be deprioritised

Climate change has the potential
to cause as many problems to
modern societies as Covid-19

= Strongly Agree

26%

= Agree

= Slightly agree

Slightly disagree

28%

= Disagree

19%

1CARO

= Strongly disagree

3903%4

= Don't know

14%
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Attitudes to Government responses 1CARO

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

= Strongly Agree = Agree = Slightly agree = Slightly disagree = Disagree = Strongly disagree = Don't know

| am confident national
governments will ultimately work 5
together to find a solution to 4% 16% 20% 17% 16% 12% 10%
climate change
If the issue were that serious then
the Government would be doing 7% 13% 14%
more than it is
Climate change is a very polarised
issue with lots of different opinions 36% 8%
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Climate change actions and
behaviours
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Perceived impact of behaviour changes 1GARO

Q5/6. Thinking now about the changes that society can make to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases, what
impact do you think that each of the following would have?

Recycling
Not driving to work / into town (e.g. talking public transport, or walking/cycling)

Switching to an electric or hybrid car

All homes having a insulation refurb to a high standard (e.g. ceiling, external
walls, windows, doors).

Installing solar panels

Replacing household gas boilers with low carbon alternatives
Recycling food waste (e.g. in the local collection, or home composting)
Reducing the amount of food thrown away that could have been eaten
A limit of one international flight per person per year

Line drying clothes (rather than tumble drying)

Reusing carrier bags

Not purchasing “fast fashion” clothing

Buying locally grown, organic food

Reducing the amount of meat and dairy everyone eats by 50%
Washing clothing at 30 degrees rather than 40/60 degrees

Installing a lower flow showerhead

= Very large impact = A sizeable impact = Some impact, but limited = No impact = Don't know

Climate change research

14




.. . . % ota. . 4
Receptivity to undertaking these behaviours QRO
Q7. To what extent can you see yourself doing each of the following five years from now (i.e. in 2025)? 0 = | cannot see
myself doing this under any circumstances; 10 = | can easily see myself doing this.
5-6 =7-8 = 9-10
72%
68%
Reducing the amount of food thrown away that could have been eaten  [JEB 50%
Line drying clothes (rather than tumble drying) 9% 53%
Recycling food waste (e.g. in the local collection, or home composting) 11% 50%
Washing clothing at 30 degrees rather than 40/60 degrees 11%
Not purchasing “fast fashion” clothing 14%
Buying locally grown, organic food 19%
A limit of one international flight per year 25%
Installing a lower flow showerhead 27%
Not driving to work / into town (e.g. talking public transport, or walking/cycling) 28%
Replacing the gas boiler with a low carbon alternative 31%
Having a insulation refurb to a high standard (e.g. ceiling, walls, windows, doors) 33%
Switching to an electric or hybrid car 37%
Installing solar panels 43%
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Reusing carrier bags

Recycling
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Reducing the amount of meat and dairy you eat by 50%
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If you have any questions, <

contact hello@icaro.uk.com
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